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PRIMARY

Coats of arms

Coats of arms were originally developed to help armies tell which side was which on a battlefield. With armour and helmets on, it was difficult to tell one side from another. Symbols were created which the knight could put on the coat he wore over his armour and on his banner so that he could be identified. Later on, coats of arms were used as decoration within houses, on furniture and sometimes were recreated in stained glass windows.

The shield part of the coat of arms is generally the most commonly used and recognised (and is often the simplest part to copy).

By the late 1590’s, William Shakespeare had become a wealthy actor, poet, playwright and the part-owner of a theatre. In 1596, he applied to the College of Heralds (which still exists today) for a coat of arms for his father, John Shakespeare. For the application to be granted, you not only had to be able to pay (and it cost between £10 and £30, at a time when a teacher earned £20 a year) but you also had to show that your family deserved the honour. John Shakespeare had previously held the responsible position of bailiff (like a mayor) in the town of Stratford-upon-Avon so was an important man.

Coats of arms don’t belong to a family name but to a particular family so the only people entitled to use the Shakespeare coat of arms would be John Shakespeare and his descendants.

Having a coat of arms was important because it gave your family a certain respectability and meant that you could become known as a ‘gentleman’. When William Shakespeare died in 1616, his burial entry simply read, ‘Will Shakespeare, gent’.
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For a full range of resources see: shakespeare.org.uk/primaryresources
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Coats of arms

Look carefully at the Shakespeare family's coat of arms in the picture. Can you see the shield with a spear running diagonally across it? Can you also see a falcon perched on top of the shield, shaking the spear? These images are a visual pun (a play on words) for the Shakespeare family name. Are you able to do something similar with your name?
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A coat of arms would often have a motto under the shield. The Shakespeare family motto is ‘Non sanz droict’, or ‘Not without right’.
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Coats of arms

Activity

Create a shield section coat of arms for yourself or your family. Your design, like that of William Shakespeare’s family, should give the people looking at it clues about who you are.

You might want to plan your coat of arms on a piece of coloured paper and practise drawing your chosen symbols or animals before you start working on your ‘real’ shield.

You will need:

A copy of the basic shield shape. You could use one of the templates included or create your own. You may wish to trace the design onto coloured sugar paper to have a thicker surface to work on or to save having to colour in the whole of the shield in one of your chosen colours.

[image: image7.png]



A pencil to draw the outline, and felt tip pens, coloured pencils or paint to colour in the design.
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Choose your background colour/s. You might want to use one colour for the whole shield or a different colour for each section. If you choose a shield design with several sections or ‘fields’, you could also trace different sections in different colours and stick them onto the template (to save having to colour in the whole of the section).

Choose some symbols or animals to use in the different sections of your shield. They might represent things that you are good at (e.g. a lion would show strength); things that you like; or, like the Shakespeare family, they might give an indication of your name.
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Add a motto – a maximum of four words that sum up your strengths.

For a full range of resources see: shakespeare.org.uk/primaryresources
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Shield templates

For a full range of resources see: shakespeare.org.uk/primaryresources
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Shield templates
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Shield templates

For a full range of resources see: shakespeare.org.uk/primaryresources

Registered Charity Number 209302
Page 6

[image: image13.png]


PRIMARY

Coats of arms

Shield templates
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